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In God’s image?  Disability, Wholeness and Healing

By Rev. John Naude

2.00 pm – 2.35 pm

We are going to commit our session with a short time of worship together.  Please stand if you are able to.  Lift our voices as the centre of our appreciation to Christ.  Let’s stand together.  Sing and declare that in Christ alone is our hope in despair.

Song:  In Christ alone, my hope is found.

Here in the power of Christ.  Christ is victorious over all things.

Song:  The Lord of Heaven and the Earth

Song:  My Jesus, my Saviour

We worship the all powerful God who wants to come down and dwell with us.  Jesus teaches his disciples to pray “Our Father”.  Before we take our seats I would like to lead you all with just one more song – a song which I wrote.

Song:  Abba Father, let me be

Please be seated.

It’s my pleasure to introduce you to John Naude who is going to speak to you now.  I’ve known John for a long time.  It’s a privilege.  Over you, John.

In God’s Image?  Disability, Wholeness and Healing.

John:  Thank you.  The last few weeks I’ve been frantic why oh why did I say yes?  We talked already so much about being in God’s image.  I’ll go through some of the areas.  The whole thing is being in God’s image.  We see in Genesis – God created human beings in his own image.  The joy is that each one of you and I are made in God’s image because we are male or female.  Each one of us has a unique part of God’s character.  Many a time we/I reflect that and messages from other people telling us that we don’t.  Each and every one of us is made in God’s image.  When we look at Jesus, we can see the image of God.

When we see God, we see Christ.  We can see the character.  The way he treated people; the way he communicated.  Sometimes we may feel that way, sometimes strongly in those areas.  Every individual is in the image of God.  Phenomenal!  When I was in theological college, it was about God communicating with us.  At the beginning of the Bible, we see how God communicated with man and woman.  Through Jesus Christ we see a God who is passionate about communication.

Somebody in a vegetative state, we can see this person doesn’t contribute anything, but we worship and follow an almighty God who is able to communicate with that person.  I believe God is a God of communication; of relationship.

In Isaiah 53:2 – 4, he has no beauty or majesty to attract us to him.  He was despised, rejected of man.  Despised and we esteemed him not.  Surely he took our infirmities and carried our sorrows.  Yet he was stricken and afflicted by God.  Seeing God in the crucified Christ.

I was struck when reading this passage.  There is nothing that we should desire Him.  How many people feel despised and rejected by the world, sadly also by the church?

The bits that appear, that seems to be weaker when actually they are not.  He took our infirmities.  Stricken by God and laid on him.  How long have you suffered in your disability?  Actually, I don’t suffer with my disability but by people like yourself!  The disabled people are connected and say, yes, here is a God who wants to communicate with us.  People in the bible – God chose to use e.g. Moses, Jacob and Paul.  Amazing things God did through them, through those people that the world/society had written off.

Book by Nancy Eisland – the Disabled God

The idea that every person is created in the image of God is also an invitation for all of us to discover that image in each other.

It’s up to each one of us to seek out that image in each person.  Many years ago, I was training to work with children with learning difficulties.  Issue is not how to cope but how to learn to communicate and understand.  Each of us could seek out that image, who they are and how they could be.

I would also like to look at wholeness.  What does it mean to be whole?  For me, it’s knowing  our true worth and identity in Christ.  My disability is one part of who I am.  My desire is to follow Christ and to follow him.  It’s not about walking.  It’s about becoming more and more like him.  When it came to Jesus’ baptism, God say, “This is my Son, whom I love, with Him I am well pleased.”  It is at that time that Jesus went into the desert.  Jesus knew he was loved by the Father.  Everything he did came about because he knew who he was.  He was the Son of God; the child of God.  About saying we are children of God; co-heirs with Christ.  Everything that Christ had is ours!

Do we relate with that assurance and knowing where our identity come from?  I used to try and achieve my identity through sports; climbing a mountain; a marathon; getting a medal at the end and showing it to everybody else.  We try to see acceptance in so many ways.  We can try and try and try.  It’s like we climbed one mountain, only to discover we reach the peak and there’s another one.  Only when we have accepted ourselves, there’s always another mountain to climb.  My sense of worth is in Christ not in what I can do for him.

Book:  Stature of Waiting.  Talks about Christ – stop doing and just be.  He could have called the angels down but he didn’t.  He allowed things to happen to him.  All controls taken away from him.  Leads to crucifixion.  He knew the love of his Father.  Again, we hear of the pain, the loss and the agony when he cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Our purpose is found in Christ.  We often hunt for success.  We follow the world’s quest of what is acceptance.  We waste our energy.  As church communicators, as individuals, it’s knowing that you are his child.  It’s an amazing yet powerful message.  Acceptance, worth, transforms where I was trying to seek acceptance.  Know where we are affects the way we see our relationship with God; aA Father who is not distant.  We cry out, Abba, Father.  We are allowed to call this almighty, amazing God, the creator of this universe, Abba.  It affects our relationship with God.  It affects our relationship with others; to demonstrate our love back to them.  The God who loves us wants to demonstrate his love to others through us.

Psalm 139 vs 14:  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  None of us are “seconds”.  Some of you remember the Reject Shops?  We are not born “rejects”.  God doesn’t make mistakes.  We are fearfully and wonderfully made – each and every one of us.  Galatians 3vs 28:  Neither Jew nor Greek; we are all the same.  Each one of you is of equal worth.  I am of equal worth.  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ through whom we have gained access through Christ.  Romans 5 vs 1-2.

Gosh, yes, there are no steps to heaven!  There are no barriers.  Our access is gained through Christ.  Not what I do.  But through Christ and what he’s done for me.  Awesome!  That you and I could be in contact with the awesome One.  Not dependent on whether we see, hear, mobile or not.  Dependent on what Christ has done for us.

1 Corinthians 12 vs 12 – one body, many parts.  Every individual has a part to play in Christ’s body.  We are not this broken leg being dragged along by the church and we have to go along with them.

The church of God as disabled people – for who we are not as somebody we are not.  Better where all people are included and to know that each one of us has a part to play in it.  That we have a part to play; we are worthwhile in Christ’s church.  Doesn’t matter if we do nothing because of his love… whether we contribute or not.  We can be perceived as having nothing to contribute in the world’s terms.  The love of God speaks to that person.  This is the bit where I want to lock or push out of the door.

Rev Bob Brooke – Healing!

The stories of the healing miracles in the gospels present a problem for many disabled people because they seem to suggest that the attitude of Jesus to disability is to fix it or to get rid of disability.

If you see Jesus and the way he challenges us, the Pharisees, the leaders, the man on the roof.  Actually, to be able to receive Jesus, what is easier?  To heal or to forgive sins?  The issue is in that passage.  Many of you will know and come across the whole issue of faith in the church.  I am an evangelical charismatic church leader.  I believe in the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit.  I struggle sometimes with the charismatic teaching on healing.  The guilt heaped upon individuals.  One day, I thought I’m going to look at healing passages about; 21 passages in the gospels.  There are 11 where some faith is expressed whether that be the faith of the individual, friend or relative.  There are 10 instances where no faith is expressed.  Jesus said to the blind man, “Do you want to be healed?”  The man says there is no one to help him.  It’s not just about faith.  Faith can be helpful at times.  If we say it’s all about faith, we are not being true to Scriptures.  Anyway, how does God heal?

I am a layman.  This is my understanding.  I see God as a God of relationship.  There are many instances when Jesus has healed somebody.  They don’t come back and say cheers, Jesus.  I think God’s about relationship.  They weren’t being seen as clean enough to enter.  Sometimes, it can come across as that to you and me.  My arm hurts and it can be a real distraction when the pain strikes.  He may take away the pain.  He may on the other hand restore that relationship by enabling me to pray.

Why does God heal some and not others?  The answer is, “I don’t know.”

Isaiah 55 vs 8  - For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.

1 Corinthians 13 vs 12 -  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

I think there is a danger when somebody starts creating a formula of how God heals.  I see healing as being temporary but relationship is eternal.  The problem is when we have a formula of how and when God heals we are in danger of putting God in a box!

It’s all about forgiveness, and if you cannot forgive somebody, then God’s not going to use you.  I don’t think it’s as simple as that.  God is God.  One day, when we get to heaven, we will be so struck by the glory of God that all our questions/issues will pale into insignificance.  We will recognise who God is and we will declare our true faith to him in a way we will not be able to express in this world.  Thinking about our issue, it’s about maintaining our relationship with God and being transformed into his likeness.

King David’s time.   The people wanted a king.  They cried out and they cried out.  They got Saul.  Then they got greedy.  Then it went downhill.  There is a danger.  Be careful what we ask for.  Some people say to me, “John, do you want to be healed?”  My answer is, “Lord, what do you want?”  I think walking actually there may be pitfalls.  Being followers of Christ is actually about following his will.  Thank you.

R:  Any questions?  I am so grateful to John for being here and as a friend.

Ok.  We have a bit of time before seminar.  So these are seminars B.  Tim is coming to tell us all about them.

T:  Some great context.  I hope you really enjoy the messages.  More to come.  Seminars this afternoon.  Spirituality and Disability will be in here with Roy and David.  Wider Horizons with Tony in Rooms 10 and 11.  Calamity or Crisis with Gordon and Alan in Room 12.  Nurturing an inclusive congregation with Nick Cooke in Rooms 7, 8 and 9.  Finally, Hidden Disabilities: the challenge of mental health will be in the off-site of this building.  Just to say there will be BSL interpretation in Crisis and Calamity and Hidden Disability workshops.

