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BEHOPEFUL
THE SOURCE OF HOPE

When God lays a challenge before us, it 

sometimes takes years to overcome. We find 
ourselves suffering many things while we wait 

for an end to the trial, just as we did with Covid. 

Many faced the loss of loved ones, but there was 

also the long separation from family and friends, 

isolation and depression. 

It might seem fair to us that after a time of 

suffering, God would give us a time of prosperity 

and peace. However, I’m sure you remember that 

it was right around the time that all remaining 

Covid restrictions were lifted in the UK that 

we heard the appalling news of the invasion 

of Ukraine.

Many listeners and supporters scrambled to help, 

offering everything from financial gifts, to warm 
blankets to spare rooms in their homes. Our 

nation has also faced labour shortages, a looming 

rise in energy prices, and a massive post-Covid 

strain on the NHS – all on the backdrop of an 

ongoing need to reduce our carbon output. 

Does that sound pessimistic? Well, let me tell you 

this. When I began to gather together the reports 

that contribute to this yearly review, I began to 

see more clearly the great goodness of God. I am 

grateful for his goodness to me, to Premier, to our 

listeners and to everyone who engages with our 

very broad, worldwide outreach. 

An undeniable channel of God’s goodness to 

Premier is the generosity of you who sustain our 

work through your prayers and financial support. 
And when I tell you that this annual review only 

covers the period between April 2021 and March 

2022, you will know there are many more recent 

matters of great national concern that still weigh 

on all our hearts. 

God is good, and his goodness never ends. And 

this is why, with Paul, “I pray that God, the source 

of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace 
because you trust in Him. Then you will overflow 
with confident hope through the power of the 
Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13, NLT).

It is also out of God’s goodness that we can share 

the good news, that Jesus Christ made the 

ultimate sacrifice for all sin, and offers eternal 
life. What better reason to be filled with joy and 
peace? As you read on, you will see many facets 

of God’s powerful love. The highlights you see 

here only begin to tell the wonderful story. 

With every blessing, 

Peter Kerridge, CEO



When I began to gather together the 

reports that contribute to this yearly 

review, I began to see more clearly 

the great goodness of God. 

God is good, and His

goodness never ends.

The highlights you see here only begin 

to tell the wonderful story. 
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BEINSPIRED
LIVES CHANGE

When I listen to Premier Christian Radio, 

I remember how long this radio station 

has been a part of Christian life. 

I’m deeply grateful to God for 

the anointed ministry of the 

presenters. And the work that 

Premier Praise does in reaching 

out on a daily basis to those who 

know and love God.
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Through times of joy and sadness

Like most people, I’ve found the past two years 

to have been full of laughter and also tears. 

Late last year my son told me that when he was 

a child, he remembered hearing pastors like 

Creflo Dollar and sermons by Billy Graham on his 
grandmother’s radio. His grandmother was my 

mother and has gone to be with the Lord. 

When I listen to Premier Christian Radio, I 

remember how long this radio station has been 

a part of Christian life in the United Kingdom. 

Premier Christian Radio has been like another 

member of the family. And since I began listening 

earlier this year, whether in the car, online or 

at home, like my son and my mother before 

him, I have been greatly 

encouraged… this station 

fulfils its role in providing 
hope and comfort in these 

challenging times. 

Sandra, London

As people start their day

Premier Christian Radio is definitely my voice 
of hope, providing me with the resources that 

helped me to kick off my day and the right frame 

of mind towards my faith, worship, a love of the 

Gospels and the Lord. I’m especially fond of the 

early morning programmes, Insight for Living 

with Charles Swindoll, Inspirational Breakfast 
with Esther Higham, and Be Still and Know by 
Jonathan Edwards. A big 

thank you to you Premier 

Christian Radio – you 

make every day for me a 

special day.

Harry, Lancashire

...like little nuggets of gold...

I have been part of the Premier Praise family 

since October 2016 when I stumbled across the 

station on my new car DAB radio. It was a very 
timely find, as, earlier that year, I had lost my 
husband, very suddenly and very unexpectedly. 

He was just 51. Discovering Premier Praise was 

definitely what I would call a God incident, as I 
was wrestling big time with coming to terms with 

my loss, and was finding it difficult to be around 
people. So, listening to the radio gave me a safe 

place to connect with God and other people. 

As I drove to work, familiar songs would play 

that broke my heart. I would need to pull over 

to the side of the road, and let God minister 

to me through the waves of grief. The hourly 

prayers spoke directly to me, as did the scripture 

readings, just like little nuggets of gold, that 

fed and nourished me through that time and 

every day since. I remain an avid listener of 

Premier Praise. 

I’m deeply grateful to God for the anointed 

ministry of the presenters. And the work that 

Premier Praise does in reaching out on a daily 

basis to those who know and love God, and also 

to those who may be listening for the first time. I 
love belonging to the Premier Praise family, and 

it is a joy to be able to give what I can to the work 

they do in furthering God’s 

kingdom here on earth. 

God bless you guys in all 

that you do. And thank you.

Amanda, Hampshire
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BEDIRECT
EVERYTHING WE DO HAS A DIRECT  

IMPACT ON PEOPLE’S LIVES

Premier has literally been a godsend 

for me. A comfort, a constant 

dependable Christian companion. 

I have been listening to Premier 

Radio for a few years now. The 

reason I keep listening to it is 

because, no matter how I am 

feeling, there is always a word, a 

song or a comment that frequently 

speaks to the situation I’m 

experiencing at the time. 



Impact Report 2021-2022   PAGE 9

‘Walking in nature…’

When faced with the question, ‘What does Premier Christian Radio mean to me?’ I spent a couple of 

days trying to think of something profound to say, until I realised I didn’t need to, because there is 

nothing more profound than the word of God. And Premier Christian Radio gives me a direct link to that 

whenever I need it – whether I’m doing housework, out for a drive, sitting quietly  

or walking in nature. I’m really grateful for the peace and the joy that Premier 

Christian Radio brings into my life. Llong may the station continue. God bless to 

you all.

Peter

‘If you live alone…’

Premier has literally been a godsend for me. A comfort, a constant dependable Christian companion. 

The variety of programmes and music make it enjoyable for all ages. It is often inspirational to hear the 

interesting and often dramatic life stories of ordinary people. It is a reassurance, particularly if you live 

alone, that out there, there are people experiencing similar problems and then receiving God’s comfort. 

And often that particular teaching topic will give me the answer to a problem 

that has been confusing me. Premier is a constant reminder of the grace of our 

Lord Jesus, and the ever-present power of the Holy Spirit.

Marcia

‘No matter how I’m feeling…’

I have been listening to Premier Radio for a few years now. The reason I keep listening to it is because, 

no matter how I am feeling, there is always a word, a song or a comment that frequently speaks to the 

situation I’m experiencing at the time. When my dad sadly passed away recently, listening to Premier 

reminded me that in spite of circumstances, or ever-changing emotions, God is always constant, never 

leaves us and navigates us through the maze of life. So, thank you Premier for 

constantly being an encouragement, fostering God’s love through the delivery 

of the word, presentations, songs, praise and all that you do. May your light 

continue to shine, and may many others be blessed.

Marcelle
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Unbelievable? is Premier’s flagship apologetics and theology 
debate show, hosted by Justin Brierley. Along with its suite of 

sister programmes, Unbelievable? has continued to grow in global 

reach in the past year, racking up over 4 million downloads of 

the podcast, several million video views and a growing YouTube 

channel with over 150,000 subscribers. 

BECONFIDENT
UNBELIEVABLE? AND OTHER PODCASTS ARE INSPIRING  

PEOPLE TO THINK MORE DEEPLY ABOUT FAITH

Our range of related shows has continued to expand, and you can listen to hundreds of episodes at 

premierunbelievable.com/shows

Season 3 of The Big Conversation launched in April 2021, presenting popular 

episodes including Bishop Robert Barron debating the existence of God 
with atheist Alex O’Connor. Over the year, there were more than 2.5 million 

engagements with the series across six episodes on video, podcast, radio, 

print and online.

The popular Ask NT Wright Anything features renowned New Testament 

historian Tom Wright. Now in its weekly format, it saw over 2.5 million downloads 

during the year. 

The new C.S. Lewis Podcast launched in April 2021 when theologian 

Alister McGrath came on the scene and this now has a loyal following.

In March 2022 a new podcast, Matters of Life and Death released its first 
episode to positive reviews, hosted by bioethicist John Wyatt and his son, 

journalist Tim Wyatt. 
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In May 2021 the Unbelievable? conference took 

place. Themed ‘How to tell the greatest story 

ever told’ it featured NT Wright, historian Tom 

Holland and apologists Claire Williams, Sean 

McDowell among others. Due to continuing Covid 

restrictions the conference was only available 

online but attracted over 2,500 registrants from 

around the world, making it our best-attended 

conference ever. 

In October 2021, Unbelievable? launched the 

Confident Christianity online course, which has 
already seen over 1,000 people enrol from all 

over the world. Also during the year, our team 

prepared to launch Faith Explored as well as 

the Unapologetic podcast, both part of the 

new ministry to people defend their faith and 

understand the concepts of theology, through 

our wide range of podcasts, video resources, live 

events, online courses and articles. 

We prepared for the launch of NexGen, empowering  
adults to answer young people’s questions about faith

If you’ve ever wondered how to answer young 

people’s questions about God, check out NexGen, 

which Premier was preparing to launch in summer 

2022, just after the end of the financial year.

Parents will enjoy loads of free content to help 

introduce their children to Christian faith. 

Teachers and youth leaders who join NexGen Pro 

automatically receive Youth & Children’s Work 

magazine, which is now published monthly online. 

NexGen will help you be more prepared to answer 

the tough questions about faith that children and 

teenagers can ask, like: Does God really exist? Why 

is there suffering in the world? Is the Bible really 
true? Check it out at premiernexgen.com
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Since our telephone lines first opened 27 years ago, Premier 
Lifeline has answered over 1,675,000 calls. Besides providing 

emotional and spiritual insight from a Christian perspective, we 

also point callers to key services and support, and crucially offer to 

pray with each one, whatever their faith. Our lines are open every 

day from 9am until midnight on 0300 111 0101. 

BEREAL
LIFELINE OFFERS FIRST-HAND HELP, WHEREVER YOU ARE

In addition to lingering impacts of Covid-19, 

including ongoing depression, isolation and 

health concerns, many people are now struggling 

with household finances and the shock of a war in 
Europe, leaving them feeling insecure and helpless. 

It’s no surprise, then, that in the 12 months to 

March 2022, Premier Lifeline answered 67,488 

telephone calls and received an additional 7,728 

texts, emails and prayer requests.

Premier is incredibly grateful 
for the dedication of the 151 
Lifeliners who gave, on average,  
over 161 hours each on our 
telephone lines during the year. 

In turn, their support and the help they provide 

have been deeply valued and appreciated by the 

callers they’ve helped. Thanks to your gifts and 

prayers, our Lifeliners have prayed with callers 

through a staggering number of requests on 

almost any topic imaginable. 

Callers report concerns about world events, 

their health or the health of a family member, 

bereavement, depression and suicidal thoughts, 

self harm, addiction to alcohol, drugs or 

pornography, relationship troubles, problems at 

work, worries about debt or housing, loneliness, 

isolation, issues of guilt and shame, questions of 

faith and many other issues. 

All Lifeliners undertake extensive training and 

can take calls from home, allowing Lifeline 

to offer seamless support in people’s time 

of crisis. Now that you know more, please 

consider becoming a Premier Lifeline volunteer, 

committing to pray for Premier Lifeline, or 

providing financial support to help us train even 
more Lifeliners. 
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Thank you for the time you

 refreshed my spirit… 

Thank you Premier Lifeline

for helping me when I wanted to die

because I had no joy or hope. 

It’s wonderful. Thank you so much

for giving of your time. 

Thank you for what you are doing. 

I have had so many encouragements

 and answered prayers in these

 last few months. Every time I rang,

 someone prayed appropriately and God

 intervened. This has helped me through

 tough times and I am thankful.

 I just rang to say thank you.

BE A LIFELINE
Contact: Jonathan Clark

Director of Premier Lifeline

lifeline@premier.org.uk
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BEPRAYERFUL
PREMIER WAS FOUNDED IN PRAYER AND IS ALWAYS PRAYING

  Prayer point 

ADVENT MOMENTS
Day by day through Advent, from 28 November 

to Christmas, Advent Moments encouraged 

people to take a moment for God in the busy 

Advent season. In the approach to Christmas, 

we know people can get caught up in the 

expectations, the gift buying, meal planning, 

decorations, family and church events, parties 

and school commitments. 

Advent reminds believers of the coming of Jesus  

into the world. 

It is a time for us as Christians to focus on that 

life-giving message – so Advent Moments invited 

believers to take a moment each day to prepare 

their hearts for the true meaning of this special 

time, to step away from the hubbub to reflect, to 
give, to pray and to spend time with God.

Premier sent daily emails to participants with 

a theme for each week (hope, joy, love and 

peace), as well as a Bible verse and question for 
reflection, and finally a short, simple activity to 
share the hope, love, joy and peace of the season 

with others.

Nearly 4,000 people joined in, sharing moments 

with family and friends.

  Prayer point 

GIVE GOD 5
Give God 5 invited people to spend five minutes 
a day focusing on God during the season of Lent 

2022. Participants could choose from group, 

family or individual tasks and challenges, and 

each day of Lent received an email with a brief 

task or activity that could be completed within 

about five minutes. 

Each week, a new theme kept people inspired on 

their spiritual journey and helped deepen their 

relationship with God. People were then invited to 

go back to the website to reflect, respond, share 
insights, and to see how others participants were 

getting on.

A downloadable workbook was also available to 

expand the tasks into broader activities on some 

days – and just under 2,000 people took part.

One of the Lord’s most 

precious gifts to Premier 

is our Prayer Team. 
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BE PART OF PRAYER TEAM
Would you like to join our Team of Premier Prayer Partners and  

receive the regular Premier Prayer Updates? 
If you would like to become a Premier Prayer Partner, please email 

prayerteam@premier.org.uk with your full name and contact details.

LIVING UP TO GOD’S CALL TO  
‘PRAY WITHOUT CEASING’ 
1 Thessalonians 5:17

One of the Lord’s most precious gifts to Premier 

is our Prayer Team. From the time, back in 1980, 

that the Lord gave the vision for a Christian radio 

station in the UK, he has called his people to pray 

for the birthing and then the flourishing of his 
work through the media ministries of Premier.

Prayer is foundational to all Christian ministries, 

and we are very thankful for all who pray on behalf 

of Premier and for our audiences. We recognise 

that God is at the centre of who we are and all that 

we do, inspiring our media contributions across 

radio, internet and print; through Christian news, 

apologetics, and our Voice of Hope devotional. It 

is through the prayers of the saints that we call 

upon the Lord to save souls, grow his disciples 

and make the impact in lives that we hear about 

every week from our audiences.

The Premier Prayer Team is made up of 448 Prayer 

Partners who have felt the call of God to pray 

regularly for Premier and have contacted us to offer 

this welcome support. Some have been interceding 

for Premier throughout its years and before. To 

inform their prayers, weekly emails are sent out by 

Miggs Clark who facilitates the Prayer Team, with 

prayer requests from Premier’s many departments, 

news and needs regarding current initiatives, and 

requests about upcoming events and campaigns. 

Our Prayer Partners pray into the vision, funding 

and growth of Premier, and we know that this prayer 

support underpins all that we do. 

Through the year they have also supported our 

Charity of the Year and International Mission 

partners in prayer, together with the Eternal Wall 

of Answered Prayer. At times our Prayer Updates 

have reflected other matters of national and 
international importance and the way that Premier 

can offer a Christian response to these, such as 

the war in Ukraine and the rising cost of living. 

The Lord graces Premier with many answers to 

prayer and has proved himself faithful again and 

again over all the years we have been sharing the 

good news of Jesus Christ. We have the peace 

and joy of knowing that God has ordained Premier 

and will protect and support it for as long as we 

can be used by him to advance his kingdom.

 “they held gold bowls filled with incense, which are 
the prayers of God’s people.” Revelation 5:8b.

As we look back over the past year and forward to 

all the Lord wants to do through Premier in 2022-

23, Miggs Clark says: “I would like to offer a huge 

thank you to all the faithful Prayer Partners and 

for their crucial prayer support to Premier. We are 

deeply grateful for the committed Prayer Team, 

which is such an important part of all we are and 

do for God.”
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BELOCAL
FOUR NATIONS, ONE HOPE

People across the British Isles are connecting with God and one another. 

Ian Britton, regional producer for the North of England, reported on one new programme 
that began during the pandemic but has continued ever since – Prayers of Hope. Every 

week, Premier invites around a dozen church leaders and believers from all over the 

UK to pray aloud with listeners on almost any topic under the sun. We encourage you to 

listen in every Sunday at 7pm, or catch up via our website.

Another inspiring way to have a far-reaching impact came from Mick Dewhirst, a Baptist 
minister and former rugby player from Skipton, North Yorkshire, known as the Gateway 

to the Dales. “I’ve developed a simple intercessory prayer using the ‘front five’ names 
I see in my Facebook feed (a term borrowed from the ‘front five’ forwards in rugby). I 
simply bring those first five names before God in my prayer time and post them on 
Facebook. The response has been overwhelmingly positive, making connections all over 

the world … with one simple prayer:

”Lord, would you bless each one according to their need today. Amen.”  

Why not give it a go? 

More than ever, Premier is drawing on resources from right 

across the UK, to highlight how Christians are teaching, 

encouraging, inspiring and praying with each other. You’ll see 

it down the street or across the ocean. In 2021-2022 Premier 

Christian Radio launched Nations Days (see next page) to share 

and celebrate God’s work more locally across Northern Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales. 
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BE NATIONAL
Premier also launched 

our Nations Days in 

2021 (see page 18).

More than ever, Premier is drawing on 

resources from right across the UK.

Every week, Premier

 invites around a dozen church 

leaders and believers from all 

over the UK to pray aloud with 

listeners on almost any topic 

under the sun. 

Mark Mahaffy

Business Development

Director – Nations & Regions
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BEENCOURAGED
PREMIER RADIO STATIONS INFORM AND INSPIRE

Premier Christian Radio launches  

all-new Nations Days

Listeners to Premier Christian Radio and Premier 

Praise are spread far and wide across the four 

nations of the UK, listening to our stations 

via mobile apps, online or on DAB radios. The 
reach of Premier Radio is truly UK-wide, but 

perception at times has been that output has 

not always reflected and represented the 
footprint and people of the broadcast area. So 

a seed was sown toward the end of last year, 

and Premier Christian Radio in particular is now 

better engaging with listeners across the UK, 

through Nations Days. 

In November 2021 we celebrated our first 
Nations Day broadcasts focusing on Northern 

Ireland – and in February 2022, Scotland 

was in the spotlight with its own Nation 

Day of testimonies, music, interviews and 

other highlights. 

From nation-specific interviews to musical 
artists, national ministries to local testimonies, 

the content each day shone as a regional light, 

which was further complemented with Sunday 

Night Live programmes also dedicated to 

each region. Stay tuned for other Nations Days 

coming up! 

Premier Gospel announces next awards 

after two-year hiatus

Gospel music fans – and the musicians they 

love – were thrilled at the announcement that 

the Premier Gospel Awards would go ahead as 

planned in June 2022. With Covid-19 restrictions 

finally lifted, many concerts, conventions and 
award ceremonies have taken a year to come back 

but the Park Lane Hilton would once again light 

up with the glamour, fun, joy and excitement of 

these annual awards. 

Praise for Premier Gospel

It’s a radio station that allows me to listen to 

different genres of music and express my faith 

through hip-hop, through R&B, through Afrobeats, 
and I just think that is an amazing, amazing thing. 

When I was growing up I didn’t have this kind of 

radio station, and so I celebrate it. I’m still young, 

I still want to enjoy music, I still want to dance, I 

still want to boogie, and 

Premier Gospel gives me 

the opportunity to do 

just that.

Maryann

In a financial year that began with the sad announcement of 
Prince Philip’s death and ended with the release of Iranian-

British detainee Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, millions turned 

to Premier’s radio outlets for news, encouragement and live 

coverage. As gatherings in Downing Street during Covid-19 

restrictions also grabbed headlines, the Premier team was 

always there with updates for people who wanted to keep 

pace with the news, and the best in Christian gospel and 

praise for those seeking joy and inspiration in music.
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GED

Premier Gospel is available 

on DAB Digital Radio in 

Greater London and Surrey, 

on premiergospel.org.uk 

via the Premier app or via 

smart speakers. 
 PremierGospel 

 @PremierGospel 

 premiergospel

Premier Praise is available on 

DAB Digital Radio throughout the 

UK and Northern Ireland, on 

premierpraise.com via the 

Premier app or via smart speakers. 
 PremierPraise 

 @PremierPraise

Premier Christian Radio is available 

on DAB Digital Radio throughout the 

UK, on Freeview channel 725, in Greater

 London and Surrey on 1305, 1413, 1566

 MW, on premierchristianradio.com 

via the Premier app or via 

smart peakers.

 thisispremier

BE GLOBAL
Premier radio stations are now 

available online, wherever you are in 

the world. An increasing number of 

powerful testimonies and words of 

thanks come from countries around 

the world.
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BEINFORMED
IN PRINT AND ONLINE, PREMIER’S PUBLICATIONS ARE  

BRINGING FAITH TO LIFE

Premier Christianity

Still the leading Christian magazine 

across the UK, Premier Christianity 

boasts 10,000 print subscribers to 

our printed publication. More than 

600 readers have already opted into 

the online-only subscription, which 

only became available around the 

start of this financial year. At the 
same time, a staggering 1.5 million 

users regularly access Premier 

Christianity online, with over 2.7 

million page views. Unique page 

views were up 7% year on year. 

New 
website 

launched 
May 2021

New 
website 

launched 
Aug 2021

Premier Woman Alive

Around 3,000 subscribers receive 

Premier Woman Alive, which is 

shared among 5,000 readers. From 

a standing start at the beginning of 

the year with virtually no editorial 

content available online, we now 

have 192,000 users and 379,000 

page views per year. Reviews highly 

praise the publication for its frank 

perspective and for being a reliable 

stream of content that helps women 

in all walks of life to embrace and 

express Christian faith.

“I have long Covid so social 

interactions are sorely 

limited. But reading these

articles each month is like 

meeting up with old friends 

and it does my heart good. 

Thank you so much.” 

Jackie

“The beauty of Premier 

Christianity magazine is that 

it leave us to make our own 

opinion. It signposts rather 

than enforces, it introduces 

us to current affairs with a 

gentle bias toward the gospel. 

It is my go-to for a Christian 

perspective.” 

Carrie
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ISSUE 40

Voice

Inside:

Be Still  
& Know

90 DAYS OF  

BIBLE-BASED 

DEVOTIONS

PREMIER.ORG.UK

OF HOPE

Bringing 
faith 
to life

Coffee by

Sponsored by

MICHAEL

YOUSEFF
MINISTRY FOCUS

Noël Tredinnick
A LIFE OF WORSHIP

New 
website 

launched 
Oct 2021

Voice of Hope magazine 

With over 33,000 enthusiastic readers, Voice of Hope magazine 

features the valuable daily devotional, Be Still and Know, written 

by Rev Jonathan Edwards, Premier’s ambassador to churches. 

Premier supporters and subscribers are also inspired by articles 

on topics like having a confident faith and how God works in our 
daily lives. 

“Your daily meditations really are superb: informative, 

challenging, laced with interesting anecdotes and 

delivered in a very gentle way. Thank you, as on some 

days they have been a lifeline.” 

Steve

Voice of Hope e-sends

This electronic daily update reaches tens of thousands of people 

with encouraging, daily updates, articles and inspiration gleaned 

from our websites, radio stations and magazines. 

Premier Christian News

Premier Christian News continues to serve 

millions of readers and listeners across the 

world through its radio bulletins and online 

articles. Hundreds of thousands have indicated 

that they’ve prayed as a result of reading a story 

online. Over the past year we’ve covered stories 

about street preachers being arrested in the 

UK, the continued persecution of believers 

overseas as well as scandals that have rocked the 

Church from Hillsong to Ravi Zacharias, ensuring 

Christians are informed but also equipped on how 

to pray about these matters.

Premier Christian Marketplace

More than ever, Premier Christian Marketplace 

is the go-to online shop for Christian books 

and gifts. 

Visit premierchristianmarketplace.co.uk
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In 2021 Premier received word that our lease on Chapter Street 

would not be renewed, so we have been trusting God to help us 

find a permanent new home.

BEDARING
TRUSTING GOD FOR OUR FUTURE

Following the reluctance of our landlords to discuss terms of a new lease and their firm plans to 
redevelop the building, preparations for our departure from Premier’s home near the heart of 

government became an important focus of work. The costs for moving were high, including locating 

and equipping temporary studios while a permanent home is secured. 

And while the end of our time in Chapter Street 

felt like the ‘perfect storm’ of terrible events 

aligned against Premier’s hopes and dreams, we 

saw in this God’s amazing plans for the future of 

Premier to impact even more lives across the UK. 

This comes at a time of huge uncertainty in the 

economy due to the war in Ukraine, but we truly 

believe that we are at a critical juncture in the 

spiritual battle for our nation. A note that Premier 

received from Elaine in Leicestershire says it all. 

She writes: 

“Listening to Christian music through 

Premier, hearing the word of God read and 

praying has been such an encouragement 

to me, particularly during these times. We 

don’t know what the future holds. But we 

do know who holds our future. Thank you, 

Premier for all you do to share God’s hope 

to us all.”

This is why we must not fail to meet this 

challenge “to share God’s hope to us all”. 

As Premier seeks God’s leading to locate a 

permanent home, our goals for the future 

are unwavering: 

  To establish a centre of excellence in 

Christian broadcasting.

  To address key issues facing the Church, 

including declining attendance, declining 

income and a lack of confidence in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

During these challenging times, we will be relying 

on friends and supporters more than ever. By 
the same token, everyone at Premier hugely 

appreciates your support towards helping people 

across the UK and around the world put faith at 

the heart of their daily life. 
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BE BOLD
As God opens doors, Premier is developing plans 

to move into a new central London home.

PREMIER’S LISTENERS, FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS ARE AT THE AT THE 

VERY HEART OF OUR ORGANISATION. WE COULD NOT EXIST WITHOUT YOU, 

AND IT’S IN YOUR LIVES THAT GOD SHOWS US THE FRUIT OF OUR EFFORTS. 

The past year has been challenging in many ways, including from the standpoint of raising the funds we 

need to continue our vital work. But God is faithful, and Premier is thrilled to see ongoing support from 
very loyal supporters and friends like you. In time, and with God’s help, we will move into new premises 

and overcome every obstacle on the journey there. As we prepare, we are thankful and overjoyed to see 

God’s provision as friends continue to give generously with two aims in mind: 

  To help others who need to hear a voice of 

hope in their lives through Premier radio 

stations, websites, podcasts, magazines, 

devotionals – and our vital Lifeline. These 

same supporters often want to ensure that 

Premier will be there every day for themselves 

and their own families. 

  To bring this nation back to the Christian 

foundations it seems to have lost over  

the past decades. Premier envisions a more 

God-oriented society where people  

care more about each other, guide their 

children with greater wisdom,  

and can confidently talk to others about 
spiritual truth. 

At a time when many believers are struggling, and churches and denominations are facing decline, 

Premier is working to embody the good servant in the parable of talents, who takes what the master 

gives and returns a hundred fold! Thank you. 

We truly believe that we are at a 

critical juncture in the spiritual 

battle for our nation.

Premier is thrilled to 

see ongoing support 

from very loyal 

supporters and friends 

like you.
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BEFAITHFUL
PREMIER REMAINS ON A GOOD FOOTING FINANCIALLY  

DESPITE CHALLENGES

A year of change

As Premier emerged from the pandemic, we, like 

other charities, faced continuing and evolving 

challenges. Throughout the year, Premier 

continued to provide its core services but was 

also driven to innovate, adapt and lead in new 

areas, in order to serve the needs of millions of 

people in the UK and increasingly overseas.

Today, Premier’s users access our content 

through a wide range of traditional, digital and 

multi-media platforms, looking for inspiration, 

hope and spiritual nourishment in each one of 

our outlets. All the while, we continue to diversify 

and expand the ways that our users receive the 

inspiration and comfort they find in the life-
saving message of Jesus. 

Our core fundraising revenues remained strong 

with only a 5% drop in total Fundraising revenues. 

Because generating commercial income can be 
challenging in uncertain times, we are especially 

grateful for the loyal support and goodwill from 

our diverse community of donors and we want to 

thank them wholeheartedly for their prayers and 

financial contributions.

Premier also faced higher operating costs as 

we rebuilt our team following the pandemic, 

resourced new digital services and to cover the 

exceptional costs of moving out of our central 

London offices.

Premier is a supporter-enabled charity with over 70% of our 

funding from donations, regular giving and legacies. We continue 

to rely on Christian women and men from across the UK to stand 

with us in this vital work. As we emerge from the pandemic and 

face the uncertainties of the war in Ukraine and the cost of living 

crisis, with God’s blessing and your support, Premier continues as a 

strong voice of hope to the UK and around the world. 



EXPENDITURE
April 2021 – March 2022

£10,402,338

 Broadcasting
 FR & Events

 Magazine

 Staff support costs

 Premises & Maintenance

 Other

TOTAL INCOME
April 2021 – March 2022

£10,208,153

 General donations

 Commercial

 Regular givers

 Legacies

DONOR INCOME
April 2021 – March 2022

£7,451,253

 Monthly

 Appeals

 Major Donors/Trust

 Gift Aid 

 Legacies

Donations

The committed and often sacrificial support of 
Premier’s donors is the lifeblood that enables 

the ministry to change lives across the nation. 

It is humbling that through all the disruption, 

change and uncertainty of this year that so 

many people chose to become regular givers by 

setting up a monthly direct debit. 

To give greater certainty in Premier’s financial 
planning, our on-air fundraising appeals 

focused on regular giving for the first time. 
Through this and other efforts overall the 

number of people with a regular gift increased 

by 1,128 people. 

Online giving continued to rise during the year. 

The digital transformation of Premier’s ministry 

continues to engage increasing numbers of 

people online, via podcasts and apps. This 

increased digital engagement brings new 

people into a giving relationship with Premier 

and the development of support from the digital 

space will remain a priority for the longer term. 

During the year Premier’s Listener Support Team 

provided valuable opportunities for engagement 

with Premier. Their regular telephone contact 

encouraged thousands on a weekly basis.

Premier’s support base is spread across eleven 

funding streams underpinned by our 34,000 

active supporters. This diversity of support gives 

Premier added resilience in difficult times. As 
we look to navigate continuing disruption from 

the war in Ukraine, rising inflation and as we seek 
to secure a permanent home for Premier we will 

be looking to strategically develop these eleven 

streams to help us meet the increased needs of 

the times. 

Premier continues to be the best possible 

stewards of the funds it is entrusted with, 

keeping costs to a minimum and ensuring 

the best use of the gifts it receives to fund its 

ministry objectives. 
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Sales Revenue

Our e-commerce channels have seen positive 

year-on-year growth. Premier Jobsearch is now 

an established self-serve recruitment platform 

with many Christian organisations and ministries 

advertising their vacancies online, with upsells 

into our print publications. 

Premier Christian Marketplace has doubled 

its stock lines over the past year, introducing 

faith-inspired products, books and Bibles for 
all age groups, successfully establishing itself 

as the ‘go to’ Christian on-line retailer. Garden 

of Eden Coffee is now stocked in Marketplace, 

promoted to both consumers and church 

communities, and by God’s grace we hope to take 

this brand forward.

Direct sales had a challenging year with the after 

effects of Covid impacting consumer confidence. 
However, we were delighted to secure a major 

contract in the form of our ‘Charity of the Year’ 

partner, as well as successfully negotiating a 

three-year contract with a major charity who 

joined as Premier’s International Mission Partner 

in 2022. 

Commercial sources of revenue for Premier 

include direct income from advertising, 

sponsorship, magazine subscriptions, event 

tickets and ministry partnerships. Commercial 

relationships come from a broad range of 

wonderful charities, ministries and Christian 

organisations who recognise the unique reach 

that Premier has across all of its channels 

including radio, print and web – as well as the 

potential to offer marketing opportunities 

through our digital products such as podcasts, 

social media and email lists.

Our commercial relationships have remained 

strong throughout the year by the grace of God, 

and we are truly thankful for the many dedicated 

and loyal advertisers and sponsors. We are 

pleased that revenue from sales and trading 

recovered and increased by 3% year on year.

The impact of the pandemic is still felt. Many 

of our advertising clients paused or cancelled 

their marketing spend and, combined with 

the cancellation of many in-person events, 

advertising incomes were well below our 

expectations. Consumer confidence began to 
slowly return in the latter part of the year and 

we are grateful that, despite the challenges the 

year brought, many of our long-standing clients 

remain loyal to Premier.

Legacies

Support through legacy gifts currently 

represents around just 1% of Premier’s income 

but as we grow this support it will enable Premier 

to reach out in transformational ways above 

and beyond what our regular donation income 

will allow.

These gifts, however big or small, are vital to 

helping to secure the future for all those who 

need to hear the love of God, and we will always 

ensure we put them to the best possible use 
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to fuel the work of this ministry. The world 

will continue to change, and the ways people 

communicate and connect will continue to 

evolve over time, but whatever shape the media 

landscape takes in the future, it is vital Premier 

Christian Media Trust (287610) is there; knowing 

that Premier’s legacy will never be fulfilled until 
every person has had the opportunity to hear the 

life-changing message of Jesus.

Trusts

A special thank you to the John Templeton 

Foundation with whom we have completed 

the second year of three-year award for The 

Big Conversation series available through 
Premier Unbelievable? This is enabling Premier 

to encourage more thought and conversation 

around why as Christians we believe what we 

believe. Since the launch of The Big Conversation 
in 2018, we have now completed three seasons. 

So far, this most recent season has generated 

over 2.7 million engagements across six episodes. 

We were also grateful to receive the support of 

the Jerusalem Trust during the year. Receiving 

the final grant of a two-year award to fund our 
work to enable the church to thrive in the digital 

world. This project created over 400 educational 

videos and over 74,000 users accessed the 

website during the grant period. 

Finally, the J W Laing Trust also provided a grant 

to help support the Unbelievable? conference, 

which for the first time took place entirely online. 
The event attracted 2,500 registrations, over 

three times more than had attended the in-

person event before the pandemic. 

Expenditure

Throughout the last year, Premier continued 

to prioritise the funding it received towards 

broadcast transmission, not only delivering 

quality content across its wide range of platforms, 

but also building the digital infrastructure and 

technologies needed to be effective and powerful 

in this digital age.

Demand for Premier’s digital resources – 

including websites, podcasts and online 

listening – continued to grow. Premier increased 

expenditure to cover the people and technology 

resources required to deliver Premier’s digital 

transformation programme.

Premier also incurred exceptional costs to cover 

the ending of the lease on our central London 

offices and moving to smaller and lower-cost 
premises. Although this move resulted in 

several material one-off costs, it will result in 

significantly lower office costs in future.

Premier always tries to achieve the best value 

for money it can with ongoing reviews of costs 

and budgets, and by continuously seeking out 

efficiencies that enable it do more, quicker, 
reaching further.
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BETHE FUTURE
A LASTING LEGACY OF FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE SINCE 1995… 

We face the inevitable troubles ahead, confident 
that God knows all our needs and is in control. We 

can depend on him and be safe in the knowledge 

that Premier will continue to be a channel for 

God’s love for millions long into the future. 

”So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 

eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 

shall we wear?’…your heavenly Father 

knows that you need them. But seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as well. 

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about itself.”  

Matthew 6:31-34.

In the last year we have seen our legacy income 

grow, and we are so grateful for these very special 

gifts, and to those who considered what they could 

do to build God’s kingdom for future generations 

when they included a gift in their Will to Premier. 

These gifts play such an important role in fuelling 

the work of this ministry and all legacy gifts are 

received directly into our Inspiration Fund from 

where we can ensure we maximise their impact.

As Premier looks ahead to all that God has 

planned and the exciting journey he will take us 

on, legacy gift income will play an increasingly 

important part in our future especially during 

times when a leap is needed rather than a step.

We live in a digital age and the march of new 

technologies and forms of communication will 

continue apace. But while Premier must continue 
to invest in new and creative ways to reach out 

even further, it is really people’s lives we are 

investing in, with new technologies simply playing 

their part.

Premier will continue to resource and support 

people in their journey of faith and reach out to 

those who are seeking meaning and purpose for 

their lives. 

This could be by supplying parents, or anyone 

nurturing and guiding children and young people, 

with the inspiration and resources they need 

through Premier NexGen. 

It could be a word from God through any of 

Premier’s radio stations 24/7, 365 days a year. It 

could be the prayer prayed by one of our Premier 

‘Lifeliners’ with a caller who needed support and 

care in their time of need.

We are only limited by our own imaginations 

in understanding the ways in which God will 

use Premier to do his work. Remember, only 

Christians will support Christian ministry so 

please consider whether today you could have an 

impact on lives in the future.

As we all continue to live through difficult times, there is no doubt 
that the last year has brought challenges to families in so many 

ways. Throughout this time, God has continued to sow seeds of 

hope into people’s lives through Premier, bringing the reassurance 

that he is ever-present.
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Give in Memory 

When you give your gift in memory of a loved one you support Premier’s vital work. And as 

we share these stories and lives of witness with the wider Premier family, we hope others 

will be inspired and encouraged by their stories. 

To find out more visit premier.org.uk/memory

A gift of just 

1%
of your estate will 
help us to impact 

lives for good long 
into the future.

Gill told us...

Hi, I’m Gill from Ashford in Middlesex. I support Premier with a 

gift in my Will because firstly, I’ve supported Premier since the 
very beginning, as I always felt it was really important to have 

a Christian voice amongst the media. And secondly, because 

having recently redone our Wills as we hadn’t changed them for 

30 years, we thought it was high time we did that, and the option 

for leaving a legacy came up in it. So, we’ve taken that option. I 

know it’s really important for Premier to be able to plan ahead, 

which is why we donate monthly. And I also wanted to leave 

something in my Will for after I’m gone to help the continuation 

of sharing the Christian ministry with an ever-wider listener 

audience to enable others to learn about Jesus and come to 

faith in him. I have a certain hope of where I’m going when I die. 

And I want to give others that hope.

Please consider whether you could join those like Gill who have already made their 

special commitment to include a gift to Premier in their Will. Including a gift in your 

Will won’t cost you anything now, and although it won’t impact people’s lives in 

crisis today, it WILL empower us to be at the side of future generations.

If you would like to leave a lasting legacy but you have yet to make 

your Will, you may be interested to know that Premier partners with 

Bequeathed, an online Will service, which enables you to make a Will at 
no cost to you. The service includes a free 30-minute appointment with 

a solicitor to ensure you have peace of mind that your completed Will 

meets your needs. 

premier.org.uk/legacy

If you have already made your Will it’s easy to  

include a gift to Premier and the details to include are: 

Registered Charity name: Premier Christian Media Trust  

Registered Charity number: 287610

If you would like to join Gill in supporting Premier,

call Claire Southall our Key Relationships Director on 0300 777 1221,  

email legacy@premier.org.uk or visit premier.org.uk/legacy

BE PART OF OUR FUTURE



THANK YOU FOR LETTING US KNOW WHY YOU BELIEVE A GIFT IN YOUR 

WILL IS SO IMPORTANT. HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS YOU TOLD US… 

BE THE FUTURE

We wanted to leave something 

to Premier, so you can continue the 

good work that I’m sure will long 

outlast us!

We support Premier with 

a gift in our Will because 

it is a good seed to sow 

for future generations to 

harvest and flourish.

I have supported Premier 

with a gift in my Will because, 

first and foremost, I felt it 
right to tithe my estate to 

Christian charities.

My reason for leaving a legacy 

for the work of Premier is 

my desire that the kingdom 

of God will continue to be 

made known in this and 

other nations of the world 

through the preaching, 

teaching, worship songs and 

testimonies of life-giving 

blessings received 

through Premier.

I support Premier in 

my Will because they 

are a voice to

 encourage and 

support Christians 

at this uncertain time.

I support Premier with a gift in 

my Will, because it’s my way of 

thanking the Lord for Premier. If 

my gift contributes in some way 

to others hearing about Jesus, 

then it will have been the best 

gift I could have given.

I support Premier with a gift in my Will 

because I feel it is important to reach as 

many people as possible with God’s word 

and for people to be made aware of God’s 

love and saving grace for all humankind.
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I am happy to support 

Premier with a gift in my Will

 because I have really been

 blessed and encouraged by the

 ministry and worship over many

 years. What a joy it will be when

 I’m rejoicing with my Lord to 

know that the same ministry is 

continuing to challenge and 

show many people their need 

to know our risen Saviour!
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